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THE CPERATIONS OF THE FIRST RAHGER BATTALIOR
EL, QUETTAR, 21~26 MARCH, 1943
(TUNISIAN CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experiemce of & GCompany Commender)

INTRODUCTION

Thie monograph covers the operatiens of the Firss
Renger Battalien in the Battle of El gueitar, Tuniaia,
2l=-26 Merch, 1943,

This presentation has as lts primary purpose the
re-cmphesis of the lmporiance of sesrecy and surprise
in all milltary operations, This menograph will illuse
trate how the as&ge of these primciples by Amerloceam itroops
in the a&tion at El Guestar laeid the foundations fer vic-
tory in the battle thet followed.

These very cloaely allled prinsipleé of Iai have
been instrumental imn gaining militery successes thraush-'

out history. The uwse of secrecy and su:piisa turned the
| tide of victory in many eariy military campaigns. BEx-
amples of such aucceases beger before recorded histoiy,
but one of the earliest of which we have kmowledge oo~
ecurred in the year 217 B,C, The Reman Consul Flaminius
held a defensive position at Arezzo, Italy, which he
considered suffielent to helt the march of Hannibal, im
positien across the Appenines in Ciselpine Gaul, Hannl-
bal, however, chose another route, orossed the mountains
and marahes at pointa considered by Flaminiua to be in-
passable, and marehed pest Fleminius to the high ground
above Leke Trasimene, Flaminius was foreed to give chase
and lost his entire leglon on the lake shore, (1}
{1} 4-~7, p. 48




Another historical example utilizing secrecy and sure
prise which, in this casq, is similar fo the action of the
BRanger battalion at El Guettar, took place in the opening
phase of the Battle of Quebes, September, 1759, between the
French, under Monteelm, and the BEmglish, urder Welfe, The
French forces, superlof in numbers, position, and artillery,
remained confidently in thelr positions on the Plains of
Abraham arfter having beaten off two British ground attacks
from the northeast, Wolfe, however, in a ship anchored bee
low the Plains, discovered with his telescope a tinyéjﬁaat-
trail winding up the ¢liffs above the Saint Lewrence river,
At 0290 houra, 13 September, twenty-four volunteers from
his ship-borme army elimbea the trail, surprised the small
guard detachmenfjand-aécured tﬁe‘trail, pernitting 3,600
following infantry to take battie posaitions, When dawn
broke, the British were in battle array on the Plains of
Abrahem, Montealm attacked the Brjitish and was routed,
Thus, history records that a continent was eventually lost
by France, due principally to the viotory on the Plains of
Abreham that had as its opening wedge the actions of
twventy-four men on the hidden trail rising from the Saint
Lewrence, (2)

| The invasion of North Africa, 7-8 November, 1942,
was another instance where the use of secrecy and sur-~
prise, this time on a strateglc level, paid the usual
high dividends., (See Map A} The First Ramger Battalion,
ecomprised of six companies of sixty~three men and three
offieers each, spearhesaded the imitial éssault as pard
of the "Center Task Foree™, capturing the coast defense
(2) A-7, D. 49 |
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installations located at Arzew, Algeria, After ancther
brief but intensze actlon at St, Cloud, active partiei-
patiqn by the Firast Ranger Battulien in the lnvasion of
North Africa oeased., (3)

The Pirst Renger Battallion engaged in a vigorous
training program the next four months, including further
combat in Tunisia,‘preeeding the sction to be discussed.
A brief review of this period will show the type of
vattelion, and indicete the cepabilities and limitations
peculiar to & unit of this type = an appreciation vital
to the main action to be discussed,

The battalion spent three months in intensive train-
| ing in the vicinity of Arzew., All phases of combat op=
erations were praetiesd, with special emphasis on night
0peration$. The six compasnies of the battalion beceme
thoroughly familiar with such operations over the dis-
tinctive North Afriean terrein during this period. ({4)

on 7 February, 1943, the battalion was flown from
Oran, Algeria, to Youks-les-Bains, five miles north of
Tebessa, Tunisia, Here it was attached to the Ameriean
II Corps. (See Map B) The mission given the battallion
by IXI Corps was the execution of & series of night ralds
on ensmy outposts located in the vieinity of Sened Sta-
tion and El Guettar, (5)

The first raid was made on the night of 11-12 Feb-
Tuary on an outpost guarding the approaches to Sened
Station. Companies A, E, and F attecked at 0130 hours;
At 0150 the three companies withdrew from the positien.
They had killed or captured 80 odd defenders, and

(3) A-5, p. 35, 37; (4) A=5, p. 36; A=8B; (5) A=5, p. 38;
A."Bn



destroyed two 77 mm arti;lery pieces, THe battalion com-
mender stated later that the position had been completely
surprised, and that no defensive rires had bheen lald down
until the attackers were within 100 yards or the posi-
tion. (&)

Axis armored columns, striking g@Xéhgixlgjand
Kesserlne, during the following night end day, threatened
to cut off the entire area as they began a rapid south-
ward movement down the Kasserine-Feriana road. (See
Map B) This caused & major withdrawel of all Allled
forceas from Garaa?El Guetter sector.

| The_nisaion of the battallon was to screen and pro-
teet elemente of II Corps during this withdrawal, The
bettalion wes almost cut off during this action by the
‘non-appearance of vehicles assigned from enother unailt,
Fortunately, & few halt-tracks of a passing tank destroyer
unit provided a lirt to Feriena. After holding several
more derénsive positions, the battalion made a roreed
merch of twenty-four miles across country, reaching the
Kasserine-Feriana road minutes ahead ol the enemy columns,
I;_;Len continued to itas new defensive position at Dernias
Pess. (See Map B) (7)

The battalion's defensive position on the Tebessa-
Feriana road , held tor three weeks, was vital to the
defense 6: Tebessa, & major supply point. During this
pericd, the major threat to the Allled defenses occurred
8t Kasserine, eight miles to the northeadt. A ma jor
attack at Dernla Pass also appeared immineant. However,
following the action at Kasserine, Axis columns were
(8) A=5, p. 38-40; Statement of Lisutenant Colonsl ¥illiem
0. Darby, commender, First Ranger Battalion, at Gafsa, Tuni-
sie, on 13 February, 1943; (7) Personal knowledge; A-ll,
p. 261; A-9; Ap5,_p. 4), 42, '
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observed to be evacuating Feriasna, and moving fo'the south-
east, All actions, but thoae of scattered patrols, halted
on the entire front. The battalion was then moved into
bivouae for & rest periocd. (8)
The battalion wes atteeched on 14 Marech to the 1lst

Division and was moved as one of 1ts reserve elements to

a support position.four miles north of Gafsa, (See Map C)
| Following the occupation of Gafsa by elements of the divi-
sion, the Ranger battalion was ordered to advance and
capture El Guettar on 18 March, The village itselfl was .
found unoceupiea, but patrols prébing beyond 1t to the
east discovered strong enemy detensive positioms aatride
the El Guettar-3fax road. These were dug in along the
forward slopes of Djebel* Kl Amk and Djevel Orbata szo as
to command the entire vaslley east and southeeast of El

Guettar, (See Map C) (9)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The imerican II Corps wes assigned a zone extending
rroﬁ Feid in the north to Gefsa in the south., II Corps
had a two-fold mission: To make a limited atteck in the
northern portion of 1its zene;fté effect & penetratien,
followed by a drive to the sea, in the southern pertion.
(See Meps A, B) (10)

The Qe:epsive“p}ss;gq'had a double purpose: To con-
tein the enemy forces in the limited space of the eastern
Tunisian ccastal plain; to protect the supply instella-
tions and communications network which served the entire
II Corps, and were later to become supply pases ror the
(8) Personal knowledge; A-8; A~5, p. 43; A=1l0, p. 22;
*Djebel - Arabic, meaning mountain; {9) Personal knowledge;

A-8; A-3, p. 44, 45; a-1l, p. 276; (10) Personal knowledge;
A-:?., p. 50



British Eighth irmy.

1t anecéasfu;, the offensive mission would plece
Allied units aoross the rear of the enemy forees which
iereltrying 80 desperately at this time to stam'the ad-

' vanee of the British Bighth Army at the Mareth Line. ir
the attaﬁk made only limited gains, the preésufa alone
weuld be of invaluable aid to the Eighth Army by_siphon-
ing oft Axis reserve elements, ‘

The 1lst Division, to which the First Renger Batta-
lion was attached, was to make & fia-prénged attack fo
the east along the El Guettar-Stax and El Guettar-Gabes
‘roads. (See Maps B, C) The First ﬁanéar Bastalion
mission in support of this attack also was two-fold:
First, to overcome the strong enemy position blocking
the El Guettar-srax'road; second, to seize_thé enemy=
held heights which overlooked beth the El Guettar-Sfex
a:nd EL Guettar-Gebes roads. The battalion attack would
precede the mein attacks of the lat Division. (11) |

The terrain in the division zone consisted of bleak,
ragged ridges and arid valieys supporting no vegatafian
other than serubby desert brush, Cover end concgalment
in the area was either very effective, in the knife-like,
jegeed ridges, boulder-strewn hills and precipitous
wadis*, or none-existent in the spaces between them., The
mountain masses enclosing El Guettar and its roed junoe-
tion on three sides presented formidable obstscles t§
any forwerd movement, South of El Guettariwaa & shallow
salt lake, impasseble t0o vehicles.

The sharp ridges favored the defender at every turn,
(11) Personal knowledge; A~6, p. 114; *Wadi: ~ Arable,

mesning gully or arToyo.



Djebel Ordvata rose sharply from the plain ;éat of Gafsa

to 8 height of 1100 feet and roughly paralleled the course
of the road from Gafsa through El Guettar to a poimt 17
miles to the esst on the El Guetter~-Sfex rpad. Djabél B
Ank rose, clitf-like, from the El Guetter-Sfax road at its
Junetion with Djebel Orbeta, to a height of 850 feet, It
fell away to the south and southeast where the El Guettar~
Gabes road climbed over several of its feeder ranges,
Djebel Berds was the Jominating terrainm in the ares,
Though only/ggglﬁggt in height, obaervation of the entire
El Guettar-Gafsa ares wes possible rrom 1ts peak, This
ridge system constituted one of the last enemy-defended
natural cbstec¢les Lo the Jjunetion of the Bmitish Eighth
Army and the American II Corps. (12)

The enemy had ecarefully plannad his defense so as to
exploit the terraim characteristiecs to the fullest, Gbé
servation posts had been established on the commanding
peaks, The dug-in defensive positions complemented each
favorable aspect of the terrain, (13)

kEnemy defensive forces in the ares included elements
of the Italian Centaurian Division and the German 10th |
Panzer Division., About 12 miles to the eest were ele-
ments of the 15th Panzer and 90th Light Divisions, plus
other assorted units which had been gathered up in the
retreat before the advancing British Eighth Army. (14)

THE BATTALION SITUATION
Dewn, 19 March, 1943, found the First Ranger Battalion
debouching‘from the lower slopes of Djebel Orbata, pessing
(12) Personel knowliedge; A-4, pe 72; 4=9, D. 645; A-ll,

D. 273; (13) Personsl knowledge; (14) A-2, p. 5; A-4,
P. 69, .
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through KL Guettar and going inte ivs bivaaa; area_il'th;n
sunken, nnd-galled oasis on the seuthera ohtqkiria of the
village. lnéﬁw a;;illery, with its excellent ebservation,
signalled its knewledge of this aetion by }anndingzintcr-,
" mittent selvoes 1##0 the area, (See Mep ) (185)

Action was taken immediately by the battalien com~
mender to utilize the terraim to the fullest. Compeny B
%00k possession of "The Pimple", a smell hill at ths
Junetion of the rosds one nile'east o1 Zl Guettar. The
ares was outposted and mines wers laid im the majeor ap-
Proaches, Prqparatians war-'1:u§di&taiy?hagun fqr_iittn-
alve night patrolling to determime the loeations and
strength of the enemy to the east, (16) |

On the night of 20-21 Haréh.=tra officer-led patrols
searched Djebel Orbata for eaemy dispositions and for
possible qppreaehia inte the enemy posit;ons. Ons patrol,
arter scouting the lower levels, returned at dawa, ‘The
other patrel, havin; Treached the parrew plateamz along the
top of Djebel Orbata, remained im observatios from its
positicn above and bekind the eneny defensive installa-
tions uatil 1700 kours, 21 Enreh,.whnn it roturneﬁ to Bl
Guettar with a prisoner., (17) _

The bettalion commandsr at this time was st the lat
Infantry Division commend post. He had left instrustions
that the leader of the secomd patrol oall‘hin there ;f-th-
~letter should retura durisg his abaenes. The interﬁhtioh
given the battalion commender by this offieer confirmed
. the battalion commander’s beliefs wiih referense to the
enemy stremgth, positions, end e possible route to their

(18) Personal knowledge; A-ll, p, 276; (16} Personal
knowiedge; (17} Perasonal knowledge; A-8, :

» 10 -
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rear., Ga the hasis of thii_infornntien; the’decision
L was made to attasck the positions at Djebel Ordata and
Djebel Rl Ank from the rear 2t dawn the rollo'inc morning,
22 Hhreh.. {18)

The yl&n of attack by the lat niviaien ealled for &
aimultaneaus triplo-thruat east aad aonthaut from B
Guettar, (See Mep ¢) The 26th Combat Team, with the
Firet Ranger Bettalion attashed, was 1o elsar the eneay
from the pass at Djebel ElL Ank and %o be prepered to come
tinue the attack, The 18th Combet Team vas to drive down
the Gabes road to its obJeetive at thn nnxt nnsar runl
junetion northeast of Bjebel Berds, !hnrlsth eauhat Team

was given the‘niasian of clearing the enemy from the rer~
ward elopes of Djebel El Ank between the roads and te pre-
pare to continue the attack en order., (19)

The lst Division plen had, as threats to 1ts success,
the enemy ohsozvation.paaéibla tram'eeuﬁanding greund as%
Djebel Berda, and the posaibility of a strong eomnierw
attask Trom the pass et Djebel El Ank, aithﬁugh the enemy
et Djebel El Ank hed done everything pesaible to meke the
pess impregnable, he regarded the high peaks on both sides

of the pasa only as excellent obaervation posts. (20)

THE : ON_ OF.

The approximate laaaxibna ol endny positian; guarding
the pass at Djebel El Ank hed been plotted by pat?ola and
were made known when the battalien order for the attaek
vas lgsued, (See Maps 8, D) It hed been easinatgd-that

there wes one reinfeorced 1nrantry battalion in the defense

G T . .
A s T .

(18) Personal knowledge; (19) Personal kmovledge; Anﬂ,
P 443 (303 A=®, D. 113, 114, 119,

'll_-
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in the vieinity of the pass '1th machine gune and ?? 1}

guns in axcollont poaitioaaa :

The 1st and 3rd Bestalions, £6th Infantry, were %o
atteek the outer defemses of the pass at H 1 hours {0&@0)
with the eomtlinuing mission of securing Bou Hamren*, The .
214 Battalion smd remsiniag units of the Z6Yh Cembat Team
were 10 @2sis% in the general mission of soenriﬁg_iha{_
divisian’a left tr@nt rlank. |

The Firai n&n;ax !nttalimn'l plan of attuok was to
ocress the line eof deperture et HeSour Jﬂ&@ﬁ}r?ith:ﬂ'lp-_
penies A, B, P, E, and F adreass, and mﬁ.amt@#lﬂa |
the slopss of Diedel Orbata inte the pess with ths.ﬂilaipns
of dostraying the enemy darenaoa logated there, !ﬁo line
of departure, to the\aneny'a right rear, wes to be roeched
by moving the battalion in a single file over the &iffi-
culs terraia of Djepel ﬂxbata-dnring'th; nours of derke
ness preceding the attaek, (21) .

‘ Company B, lat lasi;nex Blzta&ion, ntt&ahnd,-lan o
provide & hoavr covering fire for %he atsack with its 81
AR EOrters, Company ¢, Renger Baitelien, wes to be held
_ in reserve to the rear of the line of departure, and was
to furnish dvirhead fire until masked by the advancinag
troops, | o ,. _

The battelien’s 536 redios were te be used fox come
municetion during the attack, The lisnalntar the attack
to Jump off would be a dbugle sall tn@u,thcphatsalinn-éann
mender'a abiowvatioﬁ poet peer the liane of ﬂqpamta;t‘ The
battalion commender plammed ‘%o fight his battsiion during
the ettack from the same vantage point. '{(22)

*Bsatament of Ceptalm A, R, Levasseur (then platoon leader

in Company A zsth Infantry) on 12 Kovember, 19473 (2)) Pex~
sonal knatleé ; A=8; (38 Peraenal khnvltiga; A=8,

- 12:i




e six eon@aﬁiea of tht‘!irst Renger Bqttaiien, with
. Gompsny D, lst‘inginoqg Battalien aftaohqd, novh& out er E)
‘Guettar'li_aéoe hours, 2l Hhreh,' £he reute teken was ex-
tremely diffieﬁlt. In mamy enges‘taggle-repes, uhiQh vere
an item of apesial inﬂividnai eggipnnnf in the bﬁtt&lién,
Iaxe'neecsaéry to erfaet pasiagg;ﬂr men and,cqniyahnt over
'clifrs and ravinala Due to thaaa diffieuities, tegethsr |
 with the haavy leads the men were ccrr:iag, @nlpany B, lst
Ingineor Battalien, with its.al'nn nmrtnrs, wes una)&s to
continue the peee, and :éll to the rear. The battallien con=
tinued 1ts forward movement, hdiever;‘anﬂ_mnve& inte attack
pasition st 0430 heurs, 22 Merch, The six mile march aoress
Djebel erbata t6. the linpe of departura bad taksn raur and a
 balf hours, (See Map D} (25) o
The five campanioa rapidly nnvqﬁ inte an exhended
-skirnilh 11no‘ ?hﬂy‘Inra te the rear ef thn~detanniis
.positions in the pess,. A bugle eall at 0500 hours leunched
the atiaek, unﬂer a heavy eaverin; firn\rran the bheights
aleng thn lina er dap&rtare, the assault greups alqpt down
‘the alopeia | : \

SG:priss ves couplesel ihé-nnnmy was eaughi totally
off-guard. Hanx or hisa gun peaitians hed not yot heen
manned and the few thﬂt aoxo\pruyared were aitsﬁ to tire
down the read toward EL Guettar, The sesrecy ead stealth
‘uuoé in the movement to the iinme of &oya:twrﬂ peid divie
denas vith aaeh aupturnd prisener, nzat of 'h@n vere eap-
tured as they dazedly ran toward thelr anrensea, (24)

By 9520 haurs, nore than 200 yrisoners had heen takeno

{23) A»8; 4+3, Do 4; (24} Personal knowlodge' A=S, D+ 45;
A=6, ps- liﬁdlﬁ@ "

i
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The aalanlt{sroupa'cenfinnsd their rapid fire gnd movement,

and a few white surrender flags were noted rlying from

other gun poaitions. These areas were rapidly cleared and
éthar;, inside the psss &nd atill resiating, iere'nttgeked |
with rifles, grenades, and bayonets. The action thus
deteriorated into & series of scattered asseults whioch
continued inside the paas until about 0650 hours. (55)
The iituatian was cleared up at this time by she
atteok of the lst and 3rd bettelions of the 2éth Infantry
on the outer defemses of the psss., The 1st hattalion,
. 26th Iafantry, origimally-ordered io attack aloang the ; -
lower slopes of Djebel Orbate at 060Q bours, had been de-
' 1ayed.ihen'§he Se2 and 8-3 of the battalion had been pinned
down while on recomnalssance, by enemy rire from the viels
rity of the pass*, (2@) | o P
- The eomblned, threciyrongsa'é;sault of the three e
battalions cleared the area morth of the road b (830
houra, (See Map D} The enly orgsnized resiatemee south &
of the road mow consisted of saver§1 ilQp1y dug-in mechine
gun positions. rlﬁJoadﬂAhaura, ééh@any'b,'lit Engiheaf
Batidlien, arrived on the line of departure ﬁnd immediately
set up ivs mortars. OSupported by this heavy end ﬁeeutato
covering Iire, Company ¢ of thﬁ Banger Battallon attacked
the machine gun positions with rifle and bayonet, foreimg
their surrender. FPollowing this a¢tion, all six companies
fanned out over the alepes of Djobél Orkate and Djedel Kl
Ank, ferreting out other isolated panitiensa_ !ha'battaw
lion commender notified the 2éth Inrantrj regimental ¢oNe
mander at 1220 hours thet the inner positions of the paasa

(25) Personsl knowledge; A~5, p. 45, 119; *Statement of
Captain A, R. Levasseur (then platoon lesder in Company 4,
26th Infentry) on 12 Nevember, 1947; (26) Personal -
knowl edge. ' '
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had been cleareds (27) |
A% 1230 heurs, two eompamies of the battaliea wers
' ord#red by the hattnlién.gaunandsr $o atteck and asoure |
Bou Hamran, three miles mortheass of the PeAsS, .{Btu Mep
D) “Units ef the 26th Combat Team composed of imfaniry,
aptillery,'sngineera, and armor, began mﬁtiﬁ;\nmrtheast
through the pass at 1250 hours, The four remaining Fom=
panies of the Ranger Battalion, outpesting the pass at
this time, began sssembling the 1400 prisomers ceptured
earlier, and made preparations to march them tovard El
Guettar. (28) |
The road through the pass besame severely congested
at this point, It proved to be am 1deal taréei for the
attaek placed on 1% at this time by twelve JU 88s which
suddenly appeéred on the seens, They duve in over Djebel
orbata and bombed and strafed the msssed vahieleslénd men
from about 200 tqbt* The eaaualties; however, proved te
he'surprisingly light, oonsisting of three men hilled;
five wounded, and two 105 hewi¥:§ra snd mine trueks end
helf-treeks destroyed. The prineipal diffisulty laey im
reecapturing the 1400 prisoners, whoAhﬁd unaninnuniy |
bolted for the rocks ﬁt the Tirat appearance of the enemy
planes. (29) ' |
 The Ranger Battalion was crdered by the last Division
to return to El Guettar at 1430 hours te recomstitute the
division resexve, ané.tas thereby relieved of the misaion
of eapturing Bou Hamran. The battélien cloaed inteo ita
bivouae area et El Guettar at 1850 hours, After the evep-
ing meal 'aa‘eempleted, recrganizatien and‘reaupply-ar_thn

(27) A~8; A=6, D. 158, 153; Ae5, p. 45, 119; (28) Personal
knowledge; (29) Personal knowledge; A-8; A«6, p. 1685, :
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battalion began, as a warning order hﬁd_heenfroediveé_rar

poisiblc actia@ on the fblioiing day, 25 Marek, :(50;

THE DEPENSE F KL GUETTAR-

A% 0500 hours, 23 Mareh, the German 10th Paazer Division
attankld,en the frent held by the lat an& 3rd Hnttnlians. laﬂl
Inrantry. (See ihps 0, l) The attask wes nnis rith approxie+
mately sixty-tank:, two 1nrnntry,hattalians, agﬂ-$!u artillerr
battalions, It roughly paralleled the .auu.@.&- roads The
Ranger Battalion was ordered by lst ﬁiriaian at 0600 hours to
taeke a defensive pesition om the left flamk of the 35rd Betta~
11¢n, 18th Infenszy, The Germea attaék'eentinncd;wunaiateﬂf' |
in its ferooity, throughout the day., The highest tide of the
attack ossurred shortly after poom when ariillezy and tank
destroyer units of the division held ;rrzaevcral tdﬁkﬁintantry
assanlts with direet rira@ Buring this poribd; Jv E&u.interf_.
mittently bombed and sirafed the_deroﬁse line, The defense
line held, heiovii;”éﬁt 1715 hours, tho)aprnnngﬁrlox that was
jeapaﬁlé‘er aevenent was observed nsving-erf toward the east,
‘With the exeaptien of patrol elashes ter'aré er the ﬂerensa
' area, and the aetions of German %ank TeaovVery vehicles, 1o
turther astion took plaao at thia peaitieh thrangh tha night
of 33-24 lareh. | m.)

N

A% 1100 hours, £4 ﬁhrek, the hatt&lien was ordered by lsi -
‘Division to seize the high ground in the viecinity of Djebel
Berda, (See Haps C, ¥) %his previaualy discussed prominent

poiat,at this time ]Iaa alffording oxnellent ehnrut.tnn for the

d

‘(50) Personsl knowledge; Apﬁ, Pe 46; (51) r@:aanal knowledge;
A-ﬁ, Pe 46, 119'

“
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“'_slopoo and & h:io: aetlen a tha top.J As 83@0 honrn, alL'
pany D, were ordersd te dmuqend tho stnap slopua te razns'
"Ias undez attack at the base of Bjahwi B&rd&. {52)

‘until further orders. (Soe nap r) Tha oam;any salmanﬂer &
| hill, but reaked up 1nﬂividual riring pnaitians Ln an . all-
on the‘qastern,slapoa of qubel Berﬁn._ He had heard seunds:,;'

-,the approach - of uuu@tny~l, 1Sth Inrantxr. The 1 0angany eonu }f—
',challcngpa by the eonnander of-ﬂanpany B. Buo ta hhe B ﬂenm

fnearly haeans a easnalty at this peint, but was aavpé by his
_.erid e;planntienaa (34) - |
.rron the aetien at the northsra haae “of. Bjahul Btzda and to

- {33) Personal knowledge; aps; Aps, D+ 463 . [54} Parso 1
-knovladge; A=8¢ . , . S

i L - M

Qhany artillefya. All ue?amsnt in tho El ﬂnettaz area eonl& wj;
be seen, This seizure was aeoanplinhed, and Bdahnl larda-‘gF?g"
seeurod at 1730 honra, fhllowing an. arduann eliah n@ tha

" the oaapanies on Djebel lerﬂn, rith thn tma!ptinn or Coms

feree the 2nd aawauen, leth Ilta,ntry, wh.ieh at that une e

o ﬂompany D ves ﬂrdfeu& to hold the t@ or Bjebel lerda.

dinpoaod bis eamyany in aecerdanee ‘with these 1nstruetions.  ﬁfﬂf,

Antenatie teapena tera sighted to firo dawn the alapan. !h.lf 7-

i nnn were unable to dig in aue to tha ruuky~rosantian of th-ﬂ75;3:

around defense, tss}

A% 0345 hours, 25 Eareh, the eanmnnﬂor ef Ganpany B

‘algrted his canpanr for what aeemeﬂ ta be an attaﬂk rarningfl;ﬁgf,

coming trom below his eanyany'gannhud poct-that Lndicatad .hf-ffll

pr eparatiana?ver- under way for sﬁeh aa sttack,  Instead of .

an attaek, hovcvor, the olinkins inehinn gun belis hnrnl&adf,'l .
landnr was leading. his eonpany, but abraytly hlitad Ihsn

pany cemnander'a 1gnartneo er ‘the yasstnrd rur the day, ho

It develeped that' Gaﬁpany l had hacn orderoﬂ te Iithdra'

(32 Peraonal knn-loﬂss, A=S, P 45; A»S, p. 119, Ape
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take pozitions aiong the grest., .(See Mepe C, ¥) 'The ingf
atruetiens haé been somewhat inscomplete, in that the come
pany commander of Company E had not hoen'taid that tﬁe-hdughta
had previously baen-@eeupied.by fiiandly troopa. After the

necessarily nervous introduetiens were accomplished, the E

ﬂCalpany cammandar moved his eonyany onte the already c:ewded

erest, where the men reatod, a';iting orders, (35)

THE WITHDRAWAL FROM DJEBEL BERDA

Heavy surprise eoneestrations of morter amd artillery time

fire burst on the top of Djebel Berde at 0630 hours, followed

five ninutes late: hy_intenaénheavy mechine gun fire from points

down the northeastern slopes of the ridge. (See Map F) German

infentry ia company strengih attecked up the slopes ai 0640
hours, riring machinempiétalss The restrieted area of the hill,

the mixed personnel of the twe compenies, and the lack of shele

ter of many of the mepn combined to sause serious ccnrnsién at
the 6utaet of this attaek. Had it not been for the autanatié
weapons firing from behind rock-laid defenses gnd taking the
atteeking infantry under hequ tire, it was posaible the posi~
tion nay'have been premptly overrun, In the ensulng setion, |
however, cum@any b delayed. successively on the three knulla of _
Djebel Berda,_care:ing_annyany E as it withdrev down the northe

vest slopes, The Germen infantry began &4n envelopment along

the slopes at this péint, as the morter and time Tire eontinued:

~to feall om the hill, The Ranger Bsttalion commander erdered
‘Company D to withdraw from the third delaying p051tion at 0725

hours. The withdrawal was successfully aeconplished, tho GONP
pany noving rqpidly down near—vertieal elirra and talus alidea
to & vadl at the aouthwastsrn base of Daebal Borda. The conmpany

(35) Personal knowledge; A8, ~ '
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marched three miles northrest through this tadi end rejoined_
the battalion at sbout 0930 hours. (s8)

 The lst end 2nd Battallions, 18tk Infantry, imm”ardernd
to 'ithdrau.rian.the-!ieiﬁity of Djebel Berda dnd»ritumn o
El Guettar om the night of 25-26 Mareh, The Ranger Battalien
acted as seenrity Ter this disengagensnt after whieh de~-
'ransire positiona were’ taken along the northwestern foot of | 'ﬁ
the Djebel Berda hill mass.. The bettalion was relieved at
‘this lattér ﬁesitieh at 0545 hours, 26 Hﬁrch, by the 2nd Bete
talion, 39th Infantry, ch ‘Division*, and innediataly moved
out to El Guetter. This relief marked tho end of the Banger
Battalion's partieipation ina the aetian. The battalion was
‘held in its bivouaec drea at El(Gneptar, ho'over,“rér further o ;
.uéo 1f necessary, The eleéing of the.rihal‘chqptérs of fhou s
‘battle of Bl Guqttar'oeeurred thenfbjebei Berds was recsptured
at 1200 hours, 7 April, by elemeuts of tho'sth'nitisien.' FY-
vence units of the Brikish l@th Gorps, Eighth Army, were con-
tacted on the Garsa-Gabes road et 1705 hours that aftermoon, (ﬁ?if

. ANALYBIS AND CRITICISM

- In studying this serieﬁ-er operations, it becomes evi- -
dent that the astute and unexpected use of seerecy anﬂ-suﬁo
prise, at & time when all the other faciors arequal, may
very decisively swing the balanee of victory. The ¢aleu~
lated risks taken in sttecking the Djebel EL Amk positions
with the 390 men of the -Firét_Ranger Battalion paid huge .
dividends; The.barly collapse of the positions et thie point |
{36) Personal knowledge; A«8; A=B, D, 45° *3tatauent of Mejer
W, E. Walters (then commander, Company H, 39th Infantry) on 18

Kovembor, 1947; (37) Persomal knotledgo; A»1l, p. a; A4, D, 72;
A-ﬁ, Pe 463 ﬁ.ﬁﬁ, P 545, 647p
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was direotly responsible for the rapid edvance and exploit-
atioa that followed., Continuwing, it iz reasonable to believe
that the seme ground in our possession, soupled with the type
and armement of units fighting over i1t, was instrumentel in
bringing ahéut the aeraat'of the German 10%h Panzer Division
vhen it attacked om 23 Mareh, 1943, |

The unexpeeted surprise attaek of the Djsbel KL Ank
rosition waes made possible by the faet that the Ranger Bst-
talion was capable of the passage of obsiscles sueh as the
¢clifts ané gullies of Djebel arhata with i%s normsl’ fight- -
ing eqnipnant. In an aperation of this type, the battallon's
llght armement wes an sdvantege, In the action et Djebel
Berde, however, it proved to be a diaadvantaga as D Compeay
lacked the proper weapons to hold the hill. ’ H

While the Ranger Battaliom Telt secure in assaulting
¢ beach or opersiing in the mountains 'Ith.ita oiggnizntien
and equiynént, the basie wesknesses inherent 1rn the organi-
zatlon for continued defensive action decame eiear in fho
defense ac¢tion of 23 Merch egainst the attack of the 10th
Panzer Division. The origimal concept of the use of the
battalion wes thét it was to be used in speeial assault
missions. These included raids and reconnaisaaree in force
of enemy beaches, and landings on small isclated beaches to
destfoy defensive imstellations, When, as at El‘ﬁn;ttar,
it beceme neceasary to commit the béttalinn in a defensive
role, the basiec shortages of men and of the negessary de-
fensive weapons and supplies were very keenly felt.,

The battalion was so short of orgeamie transpertafien
that, even in oombat arees, all movement was mede by march-

ing or with vehicles barrowsd from amother unit, This latter

B
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paint-!aslverr foreibly demonstrated during the vithdrawal
from Gafse on 13-14 Pabruary, 1943, By sheer luck, halfe
traeks of the 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion were en-
countered by the rear guard, These vehicles provided a
1ift to Periama. Trucks, which had been assigned from |
ancther unis, had failed te appear. | | _
:hreaghéﬁt the astions at Bl Guettar, the very thoreugh
sraining of the battallon was notleeable, The suseessful
movement gi night over Djebel Orbata to. attmck the pass
positions hed, as its training foundatiom, meny similer
exercises praétioed at Arzew;, The men of the battaliom .
~were proficient ia the use of the battellion weapons. The
high atandardé ol physleal condition, the mountain eltlbing
teckniques, and the.eqnhat methods of the battaliom all |
oved their existense to the tho:oush#ess of prior training.
The men themselves possessea admirable ehgrantcr;atiea
~ which helped the unit over manmy diffisultliea, ALl were
volunteers and the men in ssoch of the sixty-three nah com=
penies knew each other thoroughly, The resiliemey of thelir
morale and their 2185 esprit de corps dated haek?to their
~¢ommando training and te the actiens at Dieppe, Arzew, Sened
Station, énﬁhnornia Pass, The trnét and respect the men
felt for ea¢h other and their erriéera-Iaa-bascd en combat
experience and mutuel sharing of the rlgors of war,
Tho.porsonnl leadership of Lieutsnant Colonel (later
Brigadier_sonsrﬁlj ¥Williem 0. Barby, the battalion coﬁnnndox,
‘ranked equally 1qpaitanx with the comdat ecomradeskip fels
throughout the bettalien. He was one of the few men gifted
with mearly &ll of the qualities snd attributes of the
suecbsstul'eonbat ¢ommander. He had aurtured the bettalion
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from ineeption es 1ts first commander., It sufflees io say
that the.training was 80 rigorous that many of the mea re~
laxed somewhet under combat oonditioalt

The hattle of B ﬁﬁettar began and ended with struggles
for the eoumanding ground. VWith the seizure of the pass at
Djebel EL Auk, the left flank of the lst Divisicn was se-
cured, By the same token, however, the faet that Djebel
Berda was eapt&red.lqte in the setion, &nd was them promptly
lost, resulted in accurate observed ertillery fire continu-
ing to fall in the El Guettar ares throughout the metioa.
~ When Djabel Berda wes Tesaptured oB 7 April, the Gemman posi !
tiona were promptly abanﬂoﬁed, erd the British Eighth Army
waa eéntaeted the seme afternoon. This aetion efTeetively
blocked the eorridor to the south, The pressure was ine
ereased as the aefion continued northward toward Bizerte
ard Cape Bon. Om 12 Mey, 1943, general unconditionsl sur-
render of 248,000 Axis troops followed the capture of Vom
Arnim, the ermy commander,

By General Order Number &6, Wer Department, deted 13
Jely, 1844, the Firast Ranger Pattalion wes ocited for its
outstanding performanee of duty im aotion at El Guettar,
end ander theApruviaiann of Section IV, Circular Number 333,
awarded the Distinguished Unit Badge.

LESSONS

In the strictest definltion of the phrase, there werse
really no mew lessons learned during the operatioms of the
First Banger Batteliom et Bl Guettar. Hem ever, there were
some new slant# cast on some of the old sstablished Prine

eiplei, and in the final enalysis the rfact becomes evident



' and hill warfare is.8x

that the mejor lessons lesrned were a pointed re-smphasis
of these eatablished priheipleas Several of the moat lme-
portant of these lesaons are: |

| 1. S8eecreoy and sarp

ek e

énemy position at DBjebel El Ank, while very streag to the

front, was pravenlto be relatively weak when it was teken
from the rear amd flank by determined attack.

2 Ghaomvation and seizure of the domlnant jerrain

]

is a vital neuessitya This is espeeially true im open

A AR G T 0

terrain, such aa was found in the~El Guettar area,

B i b iy

Se Gunlanésra of all units nnst pessasa eon@leﬁo and
M

i T B

intimntn knowledga of the terraim in their seetera in the
attaek as at Djebel ElL Ank and espeeially s0 in the defar se,
as the attack of the 10th Panzer Division, for an example,
4, Specializdd training prior to combat in mountain
W.‘ﬁ‘h‘.g:ﬁ;§§;#ktﬁ " The troops -
laarned at EL Guettar from expsrisnce to avoid the natural

corridors of approach, which were inveariedly mined and
heavily defended, and instead, to work elomg the ridges
and high-térrain Teatures, In this way, the enemy was
foreed to abandonm strongly defended positions at the heads
of the corridors and natural approaches, '

5. Night patrolling operations must be stressed 1
tho hattle training of” tnw’tnﬂtvtﬁuatm!aidtv!www!hnnrv-ﬂ

sultins effect will he a uore theraugh knowlaagc of the
situvation eonfronting ecommanders. This in turm will more
¢leerly define the possible ceuésoa of astion, The two
officer-led petrols that scouted the route ef advance and
the enemy defensives at Djebel El Ank are cases in point,
'5. Re-emphaszis must be placed on the rapid and erf-

fective orgenization and eonsclidation of captured ground.
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An tznﬂple of poer crganiza&ien of caytnrta grauni oesurred

at Djebel Berda, Hsd the hill been 33 porly o:saaitad, con~ -

- solidated, and prepared for dtfense, the ﬂcrnan attacks-eeuld

have beeg beaten off. ﬂen mast never be allowed %0 judgo then»

- sdlvéa to be toe.tixed to'dis in, plase their weapons, and.pro-‘

pare for attack after having daptafeé or occupied enany ground.,
7. Special units should bornseé in the roles foxr: vhieh

MW""‘"""‘ R T R [ R S L TR T8 uu*ucnu’srmamtiw A the, L
i v R

they ara aeaigned. The eharacteristics of the First Ranger

e . a3 e

,Battaliea.eanbled it 10 successfully sceomplish the missions
for which it was originduy" 1nt¢nau'. The landings oa-‘diftia-_
eult beaches and aperatians in the nnnntaina of Eorth erien,
iSieily, end Italy proveé the raet. In any futuru ayoratienn,
should units of sinilar typas be ecnnittad in & defensive
aitu&tion, immediate sotion aheuld be- taknn to prepsrly rer‘
inforee and equip the anits to insurc thelr ch&neaa et efti-
ciently aeqpittlng thenlelvos.in combat of this txpn. "

8. /1t 1s the considered epinion ef thi; ebserver that

the nged for apeeial light sssanlt units will eontinno 1n a

“ ,vgwmmwm - e TR

Iar of the preaietablu rntnre.“ The eq;nhilitios of sndh or-:

e emmai e i 1 ot A

ganizatiens arevwell knotn. Exeeptien'ia taken.te the growing
trend of thought that units of this type are now WRReEeBSATY,
inasmueh as infantry éivisienal nnita ¢an sneeessfully accom~ .

plish nissions requiring the rapié seizura of extrensly diffe-

. eult terrain. Innadiatoly thure cOme8. ta nind.the most impor-- n,w
tant task that may be asaignea to en infamtry nnit in an an-
phibi@ub assenlt: tha& of nautralizing.nujar ecaatal dtfunsea '57 -
1n advanee of the nnin 1&ndings. .In oansiderati&n of this | |

fast and of the preseat. size, erganization and equipment of ;"
infentry rirle cumpaaias, it ia felt that special units would
be so mneh lesa restxieted in movement: that their shaneas would
be propértienately b@tter for._ shcecssrul canpletimn of sneh

miasions‘

- 24 - o " - N



